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AI A ET cr NPN SES aa a a SN SSAA 
‘ To all these points we beg the best attention of your honourable House. We beseech you to pursue with 


* effect what you began with so much honour. 


We eatreat you not to relax in your efforts till you 


“ have brought Viscount Metvitre to condigu punishment, and given to all, who shefl be found to have 


: ‘* committed sitnilar crimes, a signal demonstration, that, in the representatives of the people, instead ot ubet- 
» * tors of thei¢ iniquities, they will find only the farthful guardians of the nation, and the aealous vindica- 
, ‘tors of the laws.”—-Petition or THE Etectors or Westminster, seconded by Mu, Fox, and pre- 


sented to the House of Commons by him, on the 3d of May, 1805. 
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: TO THE 

. ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 

- = LETTER 1. 

’ GENTLEMEN,—A year and some few 
a days have now passed, since we (for I was 
t Be one amongst you) met in Palace-Yard, upon 
d | the subject of the proceedings then going 
8 forward, in the House of Commons, aguinst 
i Lord Viscount Melville. 1 need not recal 
ok to your minds the marks of approbation, 
i with which, on that day, we received the 


speech of Mr. Fox; and, more especially 
le that part of if, where he expressed Azs sus- 


. picions as to the sincerity of the ministers, 
33 who had just then pioposed to establish a 
Sy board of Commissioners for the purpose of 
ie inquiring into the abuses in the MILITARY 
iat Department. Consonant, in principle, with 
- this speech of Mr. Fox, was the Petition, 
ol which we fesolved upon, which we signed, 
be which we authorised him to present to the 
hy House of Commons, which he did so pre- 
al sent in less than two hours after we had 
lie signed it, and the closing words of which I 
iid have taken as a motto to this letter, being 
¥, the first of a series, which it is my iuten- 
* tion to address to you, upon matters con- 
ule nected with the receipt and the disburse- 
2 ment of the public money, a liberty which 
J am sure you will excuse, when you consi- 
om cer that a yust application of the heavy taxes 
elle that we pay,-is absolutely necessary to tle 
— preservation of whatever we. now have, 
Whether of property or of liberty, and also 
. h tu the preservation of the monarchy itself. 

, _ The Commission above-mentioned ; that 
v4 1s to. say, the Commission of Muiriraxy 
~ Inauiry was, soon afterwards, formed and 
i) established by act of parliament, being the 


act 45 Geo. HI. chap. 47. Mr. Pitt the then 
Minister, nominated the members of ‘this 
board, which has-proceeded in ics functions, 
aud its First Report has been upon the table 
of the House of Commons nearly two 
months, it. 
Oth of Mareh 
dered to be printed on the 21st of March. 








ing been luid-there on the 
and havingsbeen or- 
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The whole of this Report, together with 
the Appendix, are comprised in 113 pages 
of luose print; and, this is a quantity of 
printing, which, at any one of the great 
printing offices in London, can be brought 
forth in the space of twenty-four hours, 
The important facts brought to light by 
this Report it shall next be my endeavour 
to state to you; but, first of all, it will be 
proper that we retrace, and fix in our 
minds, what has happened as to changes in 
the offices of government; because, we, 
shall find occasion, as we go along, to take 
these changes into view, in connectioy with 
the proceedings relative to the public mo+ 
ney. Mr. Pitt died in January last, where- 
upon a change in the ministry took place ; 
and, to our common satisfaction, this change 
introduced into the king’s councils, Mr. 


‘Fox, Mr. Winpuam, Mr. Grey (now Lord 


Howick) and Lory Henry Perry, all 
of whom had eminently distinguished them- 
selves in those laudable etlorts, of which we 
so highly approved and with so much grati- 
tude acknowledged, in the case cf Lord 
Viscount Melville. But, Gentlemen, in the 
expression of these, our approbation and 
gratitude, by what feeling were we anima- 
ted? By that of personal hostility? By 
hatred of the person of Lord Viscount Mei- 
ville? By an envious desire to come at his 
places and his emoluments? No: but by a 
love of public justice; justice upon the 
principles of the ancient and righteous laws 
of England, which respect not persons, but 
the vengeance of which falls with equal 
weight upon the high and upon the low, | 
and which, in admitting, out of reverence 
to the person of the King, that Ae can co 
no wrong, fall, with undiminished weight, 
upon the person of those conncillors, who 
may advise wrong, under the royal autho- 
rity, tobe done. . 

Acting, ourselves, from an impulse se 
disinterested and so periectiy consonant 
with the principles of impartial justice, we, 
in hailing the above-mentioned change in 
the councils of His Majesty, hailed the day 




























































« 


a -. 
—_ 


> 
J par 
a 





—— 





_ rail 
arr we 


ao 


att 
. 
if 
if 
+: 
+ 


; NET A 









673) POLITICAL REGISTER.—Letter to the 


when those principles, vigorously acted up- 
on, were about to work a reformation in 
every departinent, connected with the re- 
céipt and expenditure of 46 millions of moe 
ney, now annually raised out of the fruits 
of our labour; and, amongst these depart- 
ments, our eyes were naturally directed, 
4s to a great and primary object, to the re- 
suit of the inquivies to be made in the 
MILITARY Department, in which depart- 
ment there is now anuually expended. up- 
wards of 18 millions of money. T will not 
say, Gentlemen, that we have looked mam 
vein. I will not-say, that our expectations 
ia this respect, have actually deen disap- 
pointed, But, I cannot refrain from say- 
iag, nor from endeavouring to draw your 
attention to the fact, that the First Report 
of the Commissioners of Military Inquiry 
has been before the- House of Commons for 
nearly two months; and that, as yet, no 
proceeding whatever has thereon” taken 
place, though, as I think, you will be fully 
convinced, this Report contains matter full 
as worthy of parliamentary proceedings as 
any of the matters contained in the Tenth 
Report of Naval Inquiry, 

‘The subject of this First Report of the 
Military Commissioners is an inquiry relative 
to the money concerns of the BARRACK 
DEPARTMENT, of which Lisurenant- 


GeneRAL De Lancey was at the head, under | 


the tite of | ‘*. Barrack-Master General,” 
tron May 1794, unttl November 13864, 
when he resigned his office, A person of 
the name of GREENWOOD, an army 
agent, Was, until the resignation of De Lan- 
cey (whose tithes wewill, tor brevity’s sake, 
now omit) Agent or Treasurer to the ‘Bar- 
rack-Othce. 

It appears, from. the Report and the ac- 


compan ving documents, that the money for | 


the public service, in the Barrack-Depart- 
ment, was, as it issued from the ‘lreasury, 
not lodged in the Bank of England, but was 
held by Grernwoop; and, it further ap- 
pears, that this GRERNWoop, who received 
# salary of £530 a year, had iu his hands an 
average sum of 32,7001. of the pubjic mo- 
ney during the whcle of the time that he was 
the Treasurer. ‘The interest of 32.500]. tor 
one year, at & per centam, ts 1,025). and, 
\hen we consider the dength of time, we 
shall find, that, by this made of lodginy the 
pubic money, the gams to GreeNwoopn, 
vr some. other person, must have been 
injmense, and thatethe loss toa the public 
iinet have been of corres; ondeut amount, 
Bat this is a mere (nile compared to 
what has conte to light: with recad tothe 
public money opproprated and eed by De 


’ 
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Lancey himself, who, under the pretext of 
securing himself against losses, made, at 
different times, great charges under ‘the 
head ot contingencies; and thus drew out of 
the ‘Treasury great: sums, which stili remaiy 
unaccounted for, and which are now actually 
due to the public. But, Jest I should be ac- 
cused of misrepresentation, I will here 
quote the Report itself, requesting — you, 
gentlemen, to pay great. attention to it-—— 
‘‘ In answer to the precept of the Board, 
Jaeut. Gen, De Lancey. turnished us with 
certain statements and accounts, from 
which there results a balance due to the 
public of 6,805]. 4s. being so much which 
Lieut. Gen, De Lancey has drawn from 
the ‘Treasury beyond ‘the amount which 
he states tobe due to him; but, on refe- 
rence to the items of these accounts, it 
appears to us that a much larger sum. js 
due to the public. Lieut. Gen. De Lancéy 
takes credit in every year fer alluwauces 
and emoluments under three heads :— 
1. His pay as Barrack Master General, 
and General Officer on the Staff. ; 2..His 
travelling expences. 3. His contingen- 
cies for additional charge and_ responsibi- 
lity upon unsettled accounts, at one per 
cent. on the expenditure of the barrack 
department in each year-— 
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The two 
first heads have been made subjects of in- 
quiry, and the observations which may 
arise on them will be hereafter noticed ; 
the third is the transaction to which we 
have before aliuded ; and it is ‘of so im- 
portant and singular a nature, that we 
have been greatly influencec by. the con- 
siderations which arise on it, to make 
this partial report. The Lieut, Gen. in- 
forms us, that he takes credit, for this 
sum on account of contingent charges, 
such as, ‘* upon the: making:up.and set- 
‘* ding his accounts, he shall bring against 
“‘ the public ;” and in.an explanatory pa- 
per on this subject, ‘he,adds, ‘* that feel- 
‘ing most acutely the: critical situation 
“* ** in which he has been placed, not only 
with respect to the losses to.whiel be 
‘* < must be subjected from the mode to be 
‘¢ * applied to the settlement of his. ae 
‘“* ** counts, but likewise from. the ¢elsy 
which has taken place, . and w hich has 
deprived hin of the aneans of seces et 
ing disallowanees from ithe subordinate 
“ © aecoutasts; he therefore, cin aden 
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677) 
« « ip his contingent account for additional 
« charge and responsibility to which in 
ca“ justice he ought not to have been sub- 
« « jected.” Admitting” that losses are 
‘ likely to. acerne, and for the cause assigned, 
it yet does not occur to us that Lieut. Gen. 
« De Lancey can indemnity himself against 
« such losses or disallowances, by appropri- 


- 
“- 


‘ating to himself go considerable a sum of 


‘ the public money; since this appropria- 
tion must, in passing his accotunis, be dis- 
« allowed equally with any other charges 
* for which no voucher nor authority is pro- 
« duced. It is observable that Lieut. Gen. 
‘ De Lancey introduced a similar charge 
« of one pound one shilling per centum on 
“ the barrack expenditure into his early 
« accounts, submitted to examination in the 
‘ war-olfice in 1795 ; which charge, from 
“ the year 1794, he justifies on the ground 
that the “ War-Office had charged him 
‘« with large sums which he had never 
‘« « yeceived ;” and for the period previous 
“ to 1794, on the ground, that he cousi- 
‘“‘ deved his. ‘ mereased responsibility to 
‘ « take place from the commencement of 
“his account.” But the fact of the in- 
“ troduction of this charge at a time when 
/ “no delay had occurred ; its being after- 
‘‘ wards withdrawn from the accounts 
“ which were. passed at the War Othce 
“ (withdrawn, as he states, by himself, that 
“ “© no delay might. have taken place in the 
“ « settlement of his accounts by any 
‘“‘ questions arising) ;"’ and his total si- 
lence on this subject in any communica- 
tions made by him to the Select Commit- 
tee of Finance in 1797, tend to invali- 
date the reasons adduced in its yustifica- 
tion; and Lieut. Gen, De Lancey not 
shewing any authority for this charge, 
“amounting to 88,9231. we are of opinion 
“that this sum should be added to his ac- 
“ knowledged balance of 6,805]. 4s, before- 
“mentioned, and the total amount repaid 
“without delay to the account of the present 
“ Barrack Master.General at the Bank of 
‘“ England—lIt further appears to us, that 
‘there isan error in Lieut. Gen. De Lan- 
‘cey’s personal account, the correction of 
‘which will add to this balance. Lieut. 

“Gen. De Lancey takes credit fort ,570l.1s. 

the amount of a warrant granted him by 

“the War Office for his. pay and allowances 

‘ior the year 1793; these charges are al- 

‘ready included in the two first items of his 

“ acount, and-amount to 16261, 16s. which 

“credit mustetherefore be cancelled, and 

added to the balance, making the total 

sum due by Lieut. Gen. D2 Lincey to the 

pubic 97,4191.!° Mark to amount, 
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MAY 10, 1806.—Electors of Westminster. 
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gentlemen! And, let us, presently, hear 
the sentiments of the ministers with regard 
to the absolute, the hard, the cruel meces- 
sity, of the new taxes which they are now 
imposing upon the people. After the 
above statement the Comuissioners proceed 
thus: © The appropriation of so large a 
** sum to an unauthorised use, and espect- 
ally of so great a proportion of it in the 
‘jast ten months of Lt. G. De Lancey’s 
holding the office of Barrack Master Ge- 
neral, afforded strong grounds to presume, 
that the statements given in by the Bar- 
‘* rack-Office, on which the Lords of the 
** Treasury proceeded in the issues of money 
for barrack services, were not the correct 
documents we should have expected them 
‘to be; and, our inquiries have justified 
that presumption. ‘Lhe current services 
‘ were provided for by monthly statements, 
‘and th® extra, or unforeseen services by 
‘* subsequent requisitions or estimates ; but 
the existing balances in the hands of the 
‘¢ Treasurer were 00 where noticed, nor was 
‘any allowance or deduction made for 
‘‘ sums received for rent of canteens, and 
* sale of dung, and re payments to a cons 
*‘ siderable amount. It is obvious, there- 
fore, how funds have Leen found to answer 
‘* the drafts of Lieut. Gen. De Lancey on 
** kis personal account; and by reference to 
‘¢ Mr. Greenwood’s examination, it will be 
‘seen in what manner apart of the sums 
‘drawn by him in the years 1803 and 
“© 1804, has been appropriated.” This is, 
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| indeed, obvious enough; for, from the ex- 


amination here referred to, it appears, that, 
during the years 1803 and 1804, of the 
sums drawn outof the Treasury, and re- 
ceived by GregNwoop on account of thd 
four sums, amounting to 
11,0961. were immediately carried to Dr 
Lancey‘s private account, instead of being 


applied to meet demands upon the barrack - 
department ! 
that, while this was going on, De Lancey 
was receiving pay from the public, that is 
to say from the people, that is to say, in 
part, out of our labour; from this source he 
was receiving pay, Ist, as Colonel of the 
17th regiment of dragoons; 2d, as Barrack 
Master General ; 3d, as a Lieut. Gen. upon the 
Staff; and 4th, for travelling expenses as 
Barrack Master General, at the average of 
about 10001. a year! So that, in the whole, 
_he was receiving, in pay and travelling ex- 
penses, about 5,000]. a year, and in mere. . 
pay alone about 4,000]. a year. But, betore 

I proceed to draw the comparison betweeu 

this case and that of Lord Viscount Mel- 

ville aud Mr. Troiter, I must stop fora tive . 


And, observe, gentlemen, 
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679) POLITICAL REGISTER.—Letter to the 


ment to beseech your attention to the nature 
of the several offices, for the filling of which 
this person was receiving pay out of the 
pocket of the people. As colonel of the 
17th regiment of dragoons, it was, unques- 
tienably incumbent. upon him, to superin- 
tend the affairs of that regiment; for, to 
what end is a colonel appointed to aregiment; 
to what end is he paid a thousand or two 
a year for filling that office; to what end is 
there any such rank, unless there be some 





duty attached to it?» We shall be told, per- | 


haps, that this is, from usage, become a 
post of mere emolument; that it is now a 
mere sinecure; that a man, by holding such 
a post, does not regard himself .as bound to 
do duty with the regiment, but that he does 
not regard himself as. bound ever to see tt; 
that many offices about the court and at 


Whitehall, requiring constant attendance 


‘there, are filled by men, who are, at the 


same time, colonels of regiments, and who, 
of course, can scarcely ever see such regi- 
ments. As an illustration’ of this, we may 
be reminded, that Generac Firrzparrick, 


who is now Secretary at War, and who has | 


more than a hundred clerks under him, has 
during the few weeks that he has been in 
that office, become also a colonel of a@ regi- 
ment, a post given him, of course, by the 
advice of the Duke of York; and, it will, 
perhaps, be added, that the General has 
withdrawn his notice (which was given du- 
ring last session of parliament) for a motion 
relative to the advice given to the king to 
dismiss officers, as in the case of Colonel 
Cochrane Johnstone, whose Letter to. the 
Duke of York the public are in_ possession 
of; But, Gentlemen, these colonelships, 
though it would appear, that they are con- 
cerns of mere profit, are not sinecures for 
life, it being in the power of the king to 
take them away at any moment that he 


‘pleases; so that, there being now about 200 


regiments, there are, of course, 200 men, 
many of whom are members of parliament, 
from whom his Majesty can, at any mo- 
ment he pleases, take an office worth about 
1,500]. a year; and, observe, that, in the 
case of the army, there is no responsidility 
in the adviser, the dismission of officers of 
the army being an absolute pretogative of 
the crown,——T he office of Barrack-Mas- 
ter General you have already some idea of, 
from the circumstance of the oificer’s being 
required to travel so much as to cost the pub- 
lic about a thousand a year in travelling ex- 
penses; but, you will havea still better idea 
of its importance, when I tell you, that, in 
this department, and under this officer, there 
is expended annually about 1;500,0001.. of 
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the public money ——Yet, to this office was 
added in the person 9f De La NCEY, that of a 
Lieutenant-General upon the staff. Typ 
STAFF, gentlemen, is not in. this application 
of the word, a very intelligible name, |; 
means an establishment of Generals and 
other officers, whose business it is to com- 
mand, not particular corps, but the army, or 
parts of the army. These generals’ and 
other officers do, indeed, bear rank and re- 
ceive pay, in their particular corps; but, 
they are selected from those corps, and taken 
away, for the time being, for the purpose of 
directing the operations of the whole of the 
corps considered as an army,. and acting as 
such; they are relieved from: the perform. 
ance of their regimental duties, in order 
that they may be able to devote the whole of 
their time, attention, and talents, to the 
more important services of the army in ge- 
neral, upon which talents ‘and industry. so 
employed, the safety of a nation may fre- 
quently depend. Accordingly, at the head 
of our starr is the Duke of York, and, 
upon the same establishment, are, I believe, 
jive ot his royal brothers, unless the Duke otf 
Cambridge be still upon THE starr of Han- 
over. ‘The Duke of Gloucester is also a ge- 
neral upon the Staff; and, upon the same 
establishment was Lieut. Gen. De Lancey, 
though, as we have seen, he was, at the 
same time,  Barrack-Master General, 
having the care of the expenditure of 
1,500,000]. a year, and expending while 
travelling about the country upon the Bar- 
rack business, about a thousand:a year of the 
public money. "The reasons for the Duke 
of York's putting De Lancey upon this-esta- 
blishment were, we must suppose, as cogent 
as those which produced De Lancey’s sefection 
of Grerenwoop for a Treasurer. The fact 
of De Lancey’s being a Lieut. Gen. upon the 
statt, and of his receiving pay for filling that 
office is all that, for the present, we have to 
do with. I will just add, ‘that.the charge 
upon the public, on account of staff offi- 
cers and oflicers of garrisons, was, im the last 
year only, 289,027]. and yet that ‘*unprin- 
“ cipled plunderer” of foreign mations, Buo- 
naparté, has the impudence, the intolerable 
impudence and insolence, to tellus that we 
have ‘*'no-generals,” and to Jaugh at ou 
staff establishment! Were he to-come here, 
Gentlemen, were he to dare to-come, he 
would: soon be made to Jaugh on the other 
side of his mouth! | : 


_ Begging your pardon for this long digres- 


sion, I now return to the First Report of the 


Commission. of Military Inguiry-; aud the 


best way-to view the matter, itappears to me, 


is to take iteompavatively with the facts 6° 
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681) 
tained in, and the parliamentary proceedings 
upon, the Tenth Report of Naval Inquiry. 

From this last‘mentioned Report, Gen- 
tlemen, it appeared, that large sums of the 
public money had, during the space of 10 
years, been drawn out of the ‘Treasufy for 
alledged naval purposes, and had been ap- 
plied, for aconsiderable time, at least, to 
other than naval purposes; for instance, to 
the discounting of bills, to the liquidating 
of private accounts, and, asin the case of 
the loan to Boyd and Benfield, to the accom- 
modating. of merchants (those merchants 
being members of the House of Commons) 
with the means, interest free, of paying 
their instalments xpon loans made ly them 
to the public, and upon which loans they 
were receiving interest from the public! 
This last, however, was, it would seem, an 
act of merit, rather than a crime, seeing 
that Mr. Fox and the other persons who 
have been chiefly instrumental in byinging 
Lord Melville to trial, have, very recently, 
voted for a grant of 40,0001. of the public 
money to pay the debts of Mr. Pitt, and 
that, too, upon the express ground of Mr. 
Pitt’s public merit; and, we all know, that 
the naval money lent to Boyd and Benfield 
without interest, was lent with the know- 
ledge of, and was, in fact, actually lent by 
Mr. Pitt's consent, and with the approbation 
ond participation of Mr. Pitt. As to the 
two other characteristics, namely, the dis- 
counting of bills, and the liquidating of 
private accounts, with the public money, the 
Naval and Military Reports beara pretty ex- 
act resemblance ; for, though, as to the 
first, there does not appear any direct evi- 
dence to prove, that the public money 
which was drawn out of the Treasury on 
account of the Barrack-Office, and which lay 
at Greenwooo's, or elsewhere, was em- 
ployed in the discounting of bills, it would 
be very unreasonable to suppose, that it was 
not employed in some way or other for pur- 
poses of private emolument; and, as to the 
second, there is direct and positive evidence, 
that, in the years 1803 and 1804 only, the 
sum of 11,0961. which had been drawn out 
of the Treasury on account, and: in the 
name of Barrack Services, was transferred 
to Dr Lancey’s private aceount with hris 
agent Greenwoon. ‘Thins far, Gentlemen, 
the two. Reports proceed pretty nearly, if 
dot quite, u a parallel ; but, there is ane 
striking “a son important dissimilarity in 
favour. of the persons inculpated in the 


‘ Naval Report; and, Gentlensen, I: must 


bespeak your-patience, while I endeavoar 
to give you-a’ fair description of it. You 
quust remember, that it was frequently 
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urged, bythe defenders of Lord Viscount 
Melville, that his account with the public 
was settled; that‘ it was cleared off; that 
he had actually paid the balance due upon 
his account; that, in short, the books clearly 
shewell, that Ae owed the public nothing, 
and that, therefore, nothing has the public 
suffered by him. — This, said we (as we still 
say) ts sophistical; it ts a misrepresenta- 
tion; it isa deception; for, though, at the 
end of his holding the office of Treasurer of 
the Navy, he made his accounts square ; 
though he then brought and paid into that 
Treasury ‘all the sunis of pttblie money that 
were in his hands; yet, that, daring the 
long continuance of his treasurership, he had 
constantly large sums in his hands, or per- 
mitted such sums to remain in the hands of 
others, instead of leaving them in the Bank 
of England or in the King’s Exchequer till 
wanted for nayal services, and that he did 
thereby cause an injury to ‘the public equal 
to the amount of the interest of such sums; 
to say nothing about the means, which, by 
the use of such sums were afforded, of pro- 
euring influence as to matters connected 
with politics. But, Gentlemen, while you 
will not fail to perceive, that this reasoning 
applies with equal force to the case of Dx 
Lancey and those who areconcerned with 
him, I beseesh you to remark, that Dz 
Lancey has not settled his account; that he 
has not paid in hits balance due to the pullic ; 
that, leaving his gains by interest out, of the 
question, he now OWES, upon the face of 
his own accounts, 97,415). to the public ; 
that he has in his hands this immense sura 
of money, which, as you well know, has 
been raised, in taxes, out of the fruit of our 
labour; and, accordingly, as you have seen, 
in the part of the Report which I have ex- 


tracted for your information, the Connis+ 


sioners of Military Inquiry state, that he 
ought to be made to pay, without dclay, the 
said sum back into the ‘Treasury ot the 
nation, 

Thus, Gentlemen, having, wth what de- 
gree of clearness I am able, placed the case 
before you, I might leave you to apply what 
has been called to your recollection at the 
beginning of this letter; but, it seems nes 
cessary to make an observation or two tend- 
ing a‘ little further to illustrate what was 
theré pointed out. . You remember liow, in 
the case of Lord Melville, the Moxwine 
Crrontce (thén the opposition newspaper) 
vociferated fur justice ; speedy justice; no 
delay! “And yon. must remember, | that; 
even Uefore the Report was printed, what 


‘broad hints it threw out upon the subject. 


Yet, now’, it is @s blind'as a male, or, at 
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any rate, as mute asa fish! Why this dif- 
ference, Gentlemen? Why this foul, nay, 
I must call it, this base partiality? What 
is itto you and me, Gentlemen, whether a 
man be in place or out of place, so.that he 
has oar money in his pocket? . What is it 
to us, who wants his place, or by whom he 
is protected?) What is it to us, whomhe 
has lent our money to, so that we have been 
deprived of ‘the use of it? Rear in mind, 
too, that, in the case of De Lancey, there is 
a certain specified sum; the fixed sum of 
97,415]. now due to the public, and recom- 
mended by the Commissioners to. be imme- 
diately ordered to be paid into the Treasury ; 
and that, as yet, not one word has, any 
where, been said about acting upon this re- 
commendation ; or, that, if a word has 

ny where been said ebout it, it has been 
said so very softly as for it not to have reach- 
ed your and my ears. In the case of Lord 
Viscount Melville and Mr. Trotter, you re- 
member, Gentlemen, that it was strongly 
urged by our Representative, Mr. Fox (who 
is pow a minister), by Mr. Grey (who is 
now also a minister), by Mr. Winpyam 
(who is now also @ minister), and by Lorp 
Henry Petry (who is nowalso a minister), 
that, one way, in which the public had been 
injured by Lord Viscount Melville and Mr. 
Trotter, was, the risk which the public ran 
in consequence of ‘its money having been 
held in private hands, instead of being safe- 


ly lodged in the ‘Treasury or in the Baak of | 


England, Let us apply this reasoning (very 
sound reasoning) to the case of Du Lancer ; 
and, where shall we find the cakse of 
97,4151. being now quietly left in his hands, 
or in the hands of others of his choosing, 
without any ‘security. at ‘ajl; or, at least, 
without any security that you and Ihave ever 
heard of ? : St 

It nowremains for me to remind you of 
the pul pecuniary cireumstantes, of 
the state of onr national money-affairs, at 
the moment that this great sum is left in the 
nands of De Lancey, or of others, to whose 

eeping he may have confided it. And here, 
Gentlemen, I, shall trouble you with nothing 
of my own; I'shall not (even suppose it 
necessary) remind you ‘of the endless ‘and 
pressing calls'of the taxgatherers of nume- 
rous descriptions, nor shall] exhort youto look 


at the oe paupers, who now inhabit 


this fertile island, cultivated by all the means 
that the greatest degree of ingenuity and of 
industry combined are capable of producing: 
I shall content myself with just noticing two 
instances.of taxation brought’ forward. dur- 


ing the present session’ of parliament, name-_ 


iy, the addition to ithe Incoms Tax, and 
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the new tax upon Pic-IRow ; aiid, 28 to the 
former, I shall merely insert here a debate 


upon the subject, as I find it in the Momin 
Chronicle newspaper of » 'f horsday  Jast 
the Sth instant, the debate having taken 
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place on the preceding day." Mr. W 
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posed it, on the 


SMiTig. stated his objections to the bil! 
which were, that it operated miost unjust. 
ly and unequally, inssmuch 4s it taxed, at 
the same rate, incomes which arose from 
different species of property’ totally dis- 
tinct in their nature and value. | It was a 
gross insult-upon sense, to tax at the same 


Tate income from eapital, and income 


depending solely on personal exertion ; 
income from property not worth 3 years 
purchase, and income from» property 
worth 30 years purchase. The title was 
false and delusive, for the tax was not 
upon property, but upon income, and it 
was to all intents and purposes an income 
tax.. He also objected to it on account of 
the principle of disclosure which it in- 
volved, and which afforded such inquisi- 
torial and vexatious powers to the officers 
of govt. as rendered it to the last degree 
grating to the feelings of Englishmen. 


‘ "This principle of disclosure had, however, 


been much modified by a noble lord (Sid- 
mouth), now in the other house, and for 
this he deserved the thanks of the coun- 
try. But still the principle remained and 
vitiated the whole bill. He had no great 


' objection to the rise from 74 per cent. to 


10 per cent. He was aware of. the difi- 
culties with which his friends had to strug- 
gle.’ They were. placed in ‘a situation 


‘ which compelled tiem to adopt measures 


which they themselves might not consider 
as the Lest. The money. must be raised, 
and the difficulties attending the execu- 
tion of .a real tax on property, or of Tuis- 
ing the necessary supplies in any other 
Way were so great that ‘he was not sur- 
prised that they had not been able, 10 
the first instance, to get overthern. But 
he thought the tax 4 gtievance of an into- 
lerable kind, and he would not have done 
his duty had he not stated his objections 
to it, Sir Ropert Buxrow opposed 
the bill on the grounds of its involving #2 
unequal principle of taxation. ‘He ho 
that some relief would: be’ given to the 
landed interest, especially to. country gen 
tlemen with incomes of about 2,0001.4 
year, ——Sir Henny ot pu erge Leger 
ground of” its impasing 
duty of 4s. in the poand on the landed 10- 
terest ‘instead of ‘2s. | It bore peculiarly 
hard.onvone description of people! men 
of small landed property who had large 
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«« milies, and he hoped that some abate- 
«« ments would be allowed on their account. 
«Mr. Perekvar supported the bill, 
« on the ground that it was impossible that 
an equal sum of money could be raised so 
® equally, upon the whole, on property of 
every description. The money must le 
‘«« raised, and this was, in fact, the best plan 
« that could be devised. It was a tax on 
* profits, and so the title implied. He 
hoped, however, that exemptions would 
‘«« be allowed in many cases, otherwise the 
measure might become so odious, that we 
“ might be in danger of losing*it altogether. 
+ Me, Witperrorce agreed with his 
‘ hon. friend who spoke last, and hoped that 
‘* exemptions would be allowed in all cases 
‘‘ where the necessaries of life were con- 
“ cerned: ‘It would be hard if, when one 
“ part ofa ship's crew were enjoying every 
sort of luxury, the other should be put 
‘‘ upon short allowance. He stated the 
cases of the officers of the army and navy 
‘under a certain income; but what had 
“ been done for the latter, and was to be 
done for the former, might preclude the 
necessity of any exemption for them. 
But the case of clergymen under a certain 
income must be considered. He knew 
large supplies must be raised, and if the 
tax should fail in any degree on account 
of abatements to persons of a small in- 
come, he would be willing that it should 
be made’up by an additional rate on the 
higher classes, Lord Henry Perry 
said, that the opposition which had been 
that night expressed to the bill, it was not 
necessary then to answer. He did not 
mean to say that the measure uras the most 
equal, or the most perfect, that it was 
possible for human ingenuity to devise ; 
and perhaps a tax on capital, or a variation 
of the tax, as applied to the different spe- 
cies of property, would be preferable; 
but, wader the present circumstances of the 
country, it would be wrong to relinquish 
atried system, for the sake of embarking 
into a new and complicated arrangement. 
The principle of exemption, he was con- 
vineed, was one by which the individual 
gained least, and the public lost most ; 
and, in proportion as the operation of an 
act. was simplified by great’ and general 
rules; its produce was secured. It would 
‘ become hisdtity, however painful, to op 
‘“ poseall exémptions propased; and when 
gentlemen’ were told that by acceding, as 
‘“ he had, to the representation lately made, 
‘as faras regarded small anouitants, the 
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““hoss of the country would be 350,0001. he 


“ trusted they would no longer press exemp- 











** tions, which struck at the root of the tax.”’ 
Thus, then, necessity, hard necessity ; 
an absolute necessity ;, a Want of money; a 


want of money, and nothing else, is urged 





| in support of this tax, which, Gentlemen, | 


need not characterize, my only object being 
to remind you, that, it is in this state of our 


affairs, that one individual holds in his hands 


07,4151. of our money, which he owes the 
public, and which the Commissioners ex- 
pressly declare that he ought to be made to 
pay immediately into the Treasury !—— 
The same all-powerful argument, Gentle- 
men, is urged in support of the tax upon 
Pic-[ron. ‘This tax was attempted to be 
laid by Mr. Pitt, but was by him abandoned. 
This iron, the produce of our own mines 
and the raw material of a most extensive 
branch of our manufactures, is worth, upon 
an average, 5 pounds a ton ; and the proposed 
tax is 2 pounds aton! It will create about 
120 new excisemen to watch the furnaces, 
besides those that will be necessary to watch 
over the packing of iron and steel goods for 
exportation, in order to ascertain the amount 
of the draw-back. ‘The persons employed 
in the trades and callings connected with 
this proposition, alledge, that these trades 
will be ruined ; and, every mah must be sa- 
tisfied, that they will be greatly injured by 
the vexations of an excise system thus ex- 
tended to a staple produce of the earth. ‘The 


| persons employed in this branch of our ma- 


nufactures are computed to be 500,000 in 
number; and, the manufacture itself is, in 
point of'national importance, second to note 
but that of Wool, Yet, while our ministers 
are imposing a tax like this, which, even 
upon their own estimates, will produce only 
419,000), a year clearmoney, and which will 
put 20,0001. a year into the pockets of ex- 
cisemen, who, by the same operation, will 
be withdrawn from the labours of the work- 
shop ot the field ; while this is ‘the case, the 
sum of 97,415]. of the public money is lying 
ity the hands of Drrawcy, or of others, to 
whom he has committed it. ames 

Here I stop, Gentlemen, for the present. 
I have done little more than lay before you a 
statement of stich facts as you may not have 
been acquainted with. ‘The opinions to be 


therefrom drawn I leave Wee utelany. 


Lam;&ce,'&¢c. 
May Gth, 1806, 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Under this bead I must, be very brief. 
Upon Inpis Arvarns there was an impor- 
tart debaté, in the Honse of Commons, on 
Thursday, the sth instant, Mx. Ranxss, 
having suggestes| the propriety of sending 
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Lord Wellesley’s affair to the Court of King’s 
Bench, the suggestion was decidedly disap- 
proved of by séveral meinbers, particularly 
by Dr. ‘Laurence, Mr, Francis, and the 
Marquis of Douglas, which nobleman after- 
wards moved for thé production of several 

apérs relative to the conduct of Lord Wel- 
fecley; amongst which was the famous wi- 
structions for régulating the PRESS in india! 
The debaie was of great importance indeed ; 
the House appeared decidedly for the mode 
of ignpeachment. A full account of the de- 
bate shall be given in my next. In the 
meanwhile I beg leave to refer the reader to 
a Jetter upon India Affairs, in a subsequent 
page of this sheet; but, I cannot help say- 
ing that I differ from the writer as to what 
he has said respecting Mr. Francis; and, 
though I have inserted his letter, I think it 


proper to apprize him, that any future com- 


munication, marked by insinuations such as 
ave contained in the first part of his present 
letter, will certainly be rejected. I would 
further -apprize him, that, when facts or 
arguments are valuable, they stand in need 
of no name to induce me to insert them ; 
and that my fixed opinion, is, that, in as- 
suning the language of a monitor, a corres- 
pondent should take care to discover infor- 
mation, or talents, more than ordinary. 
Every argument that I have heard in favour 
of the SLave-Traps Bitz is, in my opin- 
jo completely answered in a letter which 
immediately ‘follows below. It is to be 
hoped, that these who have this bill in their 
hands wit! pause and reflect. 





*#,%* My correspondents may be assured, 
that I pay attention to all ther comnmmnica- 
tions, and that, 45 fast as room and suitable 
occasions present themselves, I will not fail 
to use the best of my exertions to prevent 
their labour from being lost. It is not my 
custom to make notifications of this sort; 
bat, the Many valuable letters which are at 
present in my possession render this notifica- 
tion necessary. 

ty In the preceding sheet, amongst many 
other ERRORs OF THE PRESS, the following 
‘are pointed out as causing the expression of \a 
meaning precisely the contrary of that which 
was intended to be conveyed.’ In page 648, 


' Yine 19 trom the botiom; the * tao” should 


have'been left out. In page 650, line ro 
fromthe top, the “‘ not” should be lefi out; 
tor, God forhid that I should say, that minis- 
ters of the Church can be too much encou- 
wath reside in their patishes; or, that 

ralities are net the case of non-resi- 
@epce! ey’ off oi : 
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Six ;——It appears to be highly necessary 


to place in a just point of view, a measure 
now depending in parliament, for abolishin 
forever the foreign slave trade. The Baas 
“8 ; ; 3 

for a total abolition, will ‘derive creat grat 
fication at finding that ‘the plan in question 
has succeeded ; they will consider that they 
are in the high read towards the attainment 
of their ultimate’ object, they will observe 
that the ground on which their opponents 
formerly stood, has’ been much undermined 
and their expectations will lead’ them to 
think that the same legislature, which has 
sanctioned a partial abolition, may be pre- 
vailed on without much difficulty to advance 
one step further, and by so doing to com. 
plete the work so auspiciously commenced 
according to their notions. If an encroach. 
ment be once sutlered, it will be an arduous 
undertaking to prevent a repetition of it; 
and, when the business of abolition shal] 
again become a subject of discussion, which 
will happen at.no very distant day, the legis- 
lature wul be gravely told, true it is you have 
done a great deal towards the accomplish- 
meut of a total abolition, but there is a little 
still left undone, and that little unperformed 
deprives you of the merit of proclaiming that 
you have purified yourselves, from what the 
abolitionists call, the centamination of the 
Slave Trade. It should be remembered, 
that it is an old artifice often employed to 
endeavour to weaken the force of united op- 
ponents, by sowing dissention among them; 
aud by pointing out, to different individuals 
of the common body, that their private inte- 
rests will be promoted by seceding from the 
union. ‘To separate and divide the generil 
body connected with the British West India 
Islands, is the ardent pursuit at present of 
the aboliticnists, and disunion once estd- 
blished, they are confident that the scattered 
and divided ranks can afford no substantial 
resistance to their future attacks. It is 
anxiously desired by them to create a diver- 
sity of, cpithats among the West India inte- 
rest, and they tely that, standing gn the va0- 
tage ground ‘gained’ by prevailing on the Je- 
gislature to adopt the bill nove under consid 
‘ration, they will have no reason to dread 
hereafter the exertions of an enfebled op 
position, when it shall’ be. thought ‘discreet 
and adviseable for them by and by to apply 
to patliament for ‘4 total abolition.—It 
be shewn that the bill, now depending, wil 
has? 4 ig gost ee bale ee se The 
ultimately produce 'd total abolition. +4 
African merchants have uniformly advanced, 
and oftéred to prove, that if fhe slave “ae 
shotld “be contined”’ solely te ‘the supp “ 
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our own colonies, such a restricted and nar- 
rowed commerce would not be worth pur- 
suing. They have urged that this trade re- 
quires the united encouragement, derived 
both from the foreign market, and fromm the 
supply of the British colonies; and that, if a 
great proportion..of the encouragement hi- 
therto open to them, should be taken away, 
they will withdraw their capitals intirely 
from this .busifess. But, supposing even 
that British merchants should be induced 
not to retire immediately from the trade, 
after the foreign markets shall have been 
closed against them, it is plain that a few 
experiments would soon drive them from it. 
It Jamaica should be chosen as the scene of 
their commercial adventures, they would 
shortly find, that their dealings would be al- 
together regulated and controuled by the 
will and pleasure of the -purchasers, who 
knowing that no foreign competition could 
be raised. against them, and that their mar- 
kets afforded the only place of sale, would 
be enabled to prescribe their own terms to 
the sellers, It the British colonies should, 
however, be hereafter supplied with African 
Jabourers,. they must in such event be con- 
tented. to pay a very advanced price tor 
them; for the African merchants conyjneed 
that no speculation could be carried on with- 
out placing them too much in the power of* 
the purchasers; would require that their | 
profits should be ascertained tothem * * * * | 
by coptracts executed in Great Britain. 


nifested the extreme anxiety of foreigners to 
enjoy a considerable share of the African 
trade ; they are most vigilantly seeking to 
obtain it; and, if a British act of parliament 
should oblige British vessels to withdraw 
from the foreign slave trade, foreign bottoms 
will supply their pacts, and foreign colonies 
will still be amply supplied with slayes, by 
foreigners trading even with British capital, 
notwithstanding all the precautions which 
car be devised by Parliament. » Our regula- 
tions will not then have the eftect of stopping 
the improvement of those colonies; and itis 
therefore evident, the nreasure cannot be sup- 
ported on the ground of policy. . Itis also to 
be remembered that, as.our abandonment of 
the trade will throw it into the hands of fo- 
reigners, their shippiug will thereby be in- 
creased, and their marine consequently be- 
nefited. ‘Lhe bill cannot be defended on the 
ground of humanity,'as foreigners who will 
be employed in conducting the trade, will 
not be bound to adhere to the wholesome 
regulations. provided by parliament, which 
take care that the number of slaves carried in 
a British bottom, shall be duly proportioned 
to the tonnage of such vessel——~1t may be 
useful to take another view of this most im- 
portant subject. During the present reign 
many measures have been adopted for carry- 
ing on a commercial intercourse between 
the British West Indies, and-the Spanish co- 
lonies, by establishing free ports; but, if 
the bill should be passed into a law, this be- 





‘Lhe effect of this will be to render the sap- 
ply at best very precarious, to advance the | 
price considerably to all, and to render it | 
iinpracticable for the majority of settlers to 
obtain any Jabourers, on account of the very 
exorbitant prices demanded for them. 
Some of the supporters of this bill assert, 
that their plan wii] confer a benefit on the 
old sugar. colonies; by repressing the cultiva- 
tion of foreign colonies, who are their rivals: 
because, they alledge that whilst Britain con- 
tines to carry on the foreign slave trade, the 
improvement of those colonies is promoted 
by their being abundantly supplied with 
slaves. by British traders, and that such sup- 
ply will cease when it shall be unlawdial tor 
ritish subjects to be concerned in the fo- 
reign slave trade. It is also proclaimed. in 
loud language, which declares open hostility 
against all sound argument, that it is neces- 
saty-to interpose this measure, with a view 
to check the growth of the maritime strength 
of our riyals, which is ay by augment-- | 
tug the prosperity of their colonies. Let a 
little calm reflection be employed,. and then 
let gs mark the result. Experience has ma- 





neficial trade will be lost by prohibiting one 
of its principal articles, and.by theoperation 
of certain vexatious regulations, which shall 
be afterwards adverted to. This intercourse 
enables Great Britain to find a vent for con- 
siderable quantities of British manufactures, 
which the Spaniards are desirous of buying 
at the free ports, provided they can at the 
saine time purchase a proportion of slaves; 
and it is well known, that vessels whose 
cargoes consist principally of British goods, 
are permitted to enter at Spaniss ports, only 
when it is ascertained that they have also on 
board Negroes for importation. They con 
stitute the sanction, under which our goods 
frad their way from the Lee ports to many 
parts of the Spanish torritories im America. 
In return, indigo, cowon wool, dye woods of 
vacious descriptions, hides, tallow, and bal- 
lion are obtained. This intercourse furnish- 
es the British colonies with their chief sup- 
ply ot specie, which is. afierwards either re- 
rattted. in considerable quantities to this 
countrys, or. is expeaded incontributing to 
- enable the planters to pay for provisions and 
lumber from America, Wit the free 
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destitute of specie —It may'be proper here 
to observe, that independent of the free port 
trade, Great Britain: enjoys great commer- 
cial advantages 
through: other channels, which would alto- 
gerher cease, by precluding her -stibjects 
fron? being concerned in the foreign slave 
trade, Ifthe government of this country are 
prepared to give up a commerce, which af- 
fords. considerable employment to great 
numbers of her artizans and manufacturers, 
and which pours riches into her lap, without 
previding’a substitute for the loss; ‘and, es~ 
pecially at a time, when unusual clouds hang 
over the commercial horizon from recent 
events, and when the empire is bleeding at 
every pore from the pressure of immense 
taxation. It is the evident object of the bill, 
throuch «all its various provisions to subject 
the African trader to multiplied penalties 
ami dangers, if he shall be hardy enough to 


from a trade carriéd on | 
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‘ port systém, some of those islands would be | mestic economy. It has been understood by 


_- 





pursue the trade for the sake of supplying | 
our own colonies, and to fetter it by such | 
formidable impediments, as will deter alinost | 


every one from embarking i it.——The spirit 
of the bill, though attempted to be disguised, 


is at war with the whole of the trade, and | 


seeks to do that covertly, which the aboli- 
tionists have failed to accomplish openly. In 


substance the effect is the same, whether the | 


trade is’ totally and at once abolished, or 
whether the remaining branch of it “is so 
weighed down by such oppressve regulations 
as warn a prudent man to retire from it.— 
There are other objections of a very serious 
nature, Which may be offered against other 
parts ofthe bill. It contains a clause, which 
provides that no slaves shall be removed 
trom one British colony or island to another, 
tunil a Jicence shall be obtained by the 
‘owner ‘of them permitting him to remove 
them, and specifying the place.of their des- 
tination ; that previous to their removal such 
owner shall give a bond ina penal sum, 
equal to the sum of fifty pounds sterling, for 
every slave so to be carried, and that the 
condition of the said bond shall be, ‘that the 
proprietor shall faithfully and truly land or 
deliver such slaves at the place:to which he 
shal) be: authorised to convey the same.—— 
It may with great propriety be contended 
by the colonial legislatures, that this provi- 
sion contains matter of internal regulation, 
which is sought to be carried into effect by 
ar aet of the British parliament, that it tends 
ta subyert the constitutional rights of the co- 
lonies, who have always claimed the exclu- 
sive power of legislating for themselves in ail 
questions which involve considerations of do- 





a 
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the colonists that their legislatures alone are 
entitled to impose rules tor the government 
of property situated in those countries, but 
thé bill attempts*to restrict: the use of such 
property, by proposing to enact that the pro- 
prietors of slaves in the West India colonies 
shall not be allowed to dispose of their Ne- 
groes, with the same degree of ownership as 
they have hitherto enjoyed; and it even does 
more, as it endeavours to impose pains and 
penalties, which are to be enforced there jy 
case the intended law shall be transgressed. 
Yo declare to the inhabitants of our Wes 
India possessions that parliament has esta- 
blished particular conditions, which must be 
complied with by them before they can ex- 
ercise the right of removing a part of their 
property, even from one British settlement 
to another, is surely an infringement of the 
colonial constitutions. All this is done with- 
out the consent of the legislatures of the co- 
lonies, who in all other concerns of internal 
management, are acknowledged to. possess 
supreme power. ‘The right of emigration is 
materially eftected by the measure in ques- 
tion, and in proportion as the use of proper- 
ty is. restricted, its value is certainly dimi- 
nished. Itis worthy of consideration, whe- 
ther it be prudent: or wise at any time, and 
more especially at this juncture, without any 
real cause or adequate motive, to originate 
discussions, which my embrace points of the 
most serious controversy. It is provided hy 
another clause of the bill, that if any slave 
shall be employed on a voyage from a Bri- 
tish colony or island, to a foreign settlement, 
their names and descriptions should be in- 
serted in or endorsed upon the clearance or 
permit to depart of such vessel, anil if any 
slave shall be found on board, whose name 
shall not be inserted in or endorsed upon 
the cleatance or permit, or, whio shall be 
untruly or. fraudulently described therein, 
with intent to violate any of the prohibitions, 
or regulations of the act, every such slave 
may be seized and confiscated... ‘The bill al- 
so gives a right of seizure to his Majesty § 
vessels of war-—Those who are convers2n! 
with the nature of the foreign trade carried 
on In the West Indies, are aware that British 
vessels when thus employed, are in general 
navigated by slaves. And jit “is apparent 
that this provision of the ‘bill will afford 
ample scope for making numerous seizure 
and thereby frequently defeating the pv’ 
poses of the merchants who are engaged '0 
that branch of commerce: | Such a resttic 
tion bill ultimately annibilates all infercour 4 
between the British West India islands, 4? 
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foreign settlements ; and it is also highly 
objectionable, as containing matter of inter- 
nal reguiation.—W W.—7th May, 1800. 





INDIA APFALRS. 

Sin,———I have read with attention and 
satisfaction, your several publications which 
eontam your opinions and observations on 
the Affairs of India; and am trely concern- 
ed to find. by your Jast Register, that you 
are about to take your leave of the subject, 
until certain documents shall be laid before 
parliament, in“support of a charge recently 
preferred: against the Marquis Wellesley. 
That you will-return to the charge, I cont- 
dently hope; that Mr. Pau!l will pursue his 
present inquiry; as soon as he is enabled to 





-- SS 


proceed, I wish and expect; but, I have | 


been so’ much disappointed in my hopes, 
wishes, and expectations, that I shall scarce- 
Jy be surprised, if Mr. Paull should follow 
the example of Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and 
others; or, if you and your Register shall 
change your politics, like Mr. Spankey and 
his Chronicle.—It is true that the Affairs of 
India have at length forced themselves into 
notice, and haveagitated the public mind ; 
they have occupied the attention of parlia- 
ment; awakened the dormant faculties of 
the East India Directors, aud roused the }a- 
tent energies of many of the proprietors ; 
but whether these effects are to be ascribed 
to the real importance of the subject, to a 
conviction of the injustice of the system re- 
cently pursued in India ; to a sympathy with 
the sufterings of deposed princes and impri- 
soned chieftains; toa feeling for the ravages 
of war and the desolation of provinces ; cr, 
to the situation of the company, described 
by Mr. Thornton in parliament ;° or, whe- 
ther a demand of money from this burthen- 
ed country, to prop the tottering empire in 
India, has caused the present sensation, con- 
cerning our Eastern governments, is, as you 
say, immaterial:-If the public and its re- 
presentatives in parliament, will but investi- 
gate soberly and impartially, the transactions 
which have happened in India, during the 
administration of Lord Wellesley, I care not 
whether the | inquiry be occasioned by Mr. 
Paull’s assertions of his lordships guilt, or by 
Lord Temple’s bold declarations of the jus- 
tice and policy of the measures in question. 


~—As it is yet likely, that Lord Wellesley's 


conduct willbe submitted to the grand: na- 
tiona} inquest, I will not anticipate, from an 
examination of the papers 
the probability 


of his inculpation,’ But, af. 


p ter what has been said by his friends and re- 
lations in both bouses.of the legislature; in» 


ustifieation of his measures in India; after 


before parliament, | 


one 
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they have invited, and even challenged an 
examination of his administration ; I hope, 
for the sake of decency, that no means will 
be used, similar to those we have lately wit- 
nessed, to smother inquiry, or defeat inves- 
tigation.—I mean not to compliment’ you, 
Mr. Cobbett, in stating; that next to: Mr, 
Paull, the public is indebted to yourself, for 
the parns you have lately bestowed on Indiati 
subjects. And, Iam persuaded, that if you 
will continue your observations, and direct 
your thoughts to objects connected with the 
administration of our Eastern Empire, not 
immediately in discassion, your future com- 
munications, will instruct and gratify your 
readers ; and, I trust, that the present sus- 
pension of lidian inquiry in parliament, will 
not abstract your attention from a subject of 
so much interest and importance. —You will 
be pleased to recollect, that there has hither- 
to prevailed, in the minds of persons in and 
out of parliament, a repugnance against every 
subject connected with India, its finances, or 
its politics. In the House of Commons, it 
has been declared, that India and every ques- 
tion relating to it, were irlsome to parlia- 
ment; the attention of which has diminish- 
ed in proportion as our empire has increased; 
and Jord Castlereagh or Mr. Francis, could 
never obtain an audience of more than twen- 
ty members, when the Indian Budgets were 
discussed ! With respect to the public, the 
transactions of our Eastern governments, 
could not become the subjects of populerob- 
servation, except as related to wars, battles, 
victories, and repulses; the building of pa- 
laces, or endowing of colleges ; and for this 
plain reason, Mr. Cobbett, that until the In- 
dian correspondence and papers were laid 
before Parliament, the public in India as well 
as in England, was ignorant of every infor- 
mation. but of the naked events which hap- 
pened. The want of intelligence abroad 1s 
imputable to the state of the press in India, 
which you have correctly described, «and ‘to 
the despotism of ‘the government, which 
threatened with immediate banishment from 
the country, any person who dated to dis- 
cuss the measures or politics of Lord Wel- 
lesley ; and, it is'an undoubted fact, that’ of 
the number who subscribed the fulsome ad- 
dresses to his lordship on the conclasion’ of 
peace with thé’ Mahratta chieftains, there 
were not ten persons who had ‘ever heard of 
the causes of the war !+—You will not, | 
hope, be offended; at any seeming’ mistrust, 
which this letter may betray of Mr.’Paull or 
of yourself. If Mr. Paull shal) cooly aridad- 
visedly persevere in his system of ‘inquiry; 


andif you shall continne stauneh in the opi- . 


nions which you have promulgated; the 
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tcountry will have occasion to rejoice that 
fhere is one man in pasliament, who is free 
trom, the trammells of party, and who dares 
o be indepevdant there; and that there is 


an individual in England, possessed of talents 
to be feared, whose integrity can. maintain 
the freedom of the press, and prove that 
every man has xof his price ; and this too, at 
a season when dirilection has become the or- 
der of the day.——I should have abstained 
from these observations, but. 1] haye been 
lately so disappointed and disgusted, by. the 
conduct of public characters, that. 1 now 
consider principle and power as convertible 
terms. I have remarked, that the most emi- 
nent, and (who have hitherto been consider- 
ed) the most /onest men of the day, have 
suddenly abandoned every rule ef their for- 
user political character; have deserted prin- 
ciples, which for years they avowed and bol.i- 


gualified their previous opinions, until they 
cannot be recognized. I. have heard our 


Jeading senatofs, in the teeth of consistency, | 


maintain doctrines, which some months ago 
they would have resented with indiguation ; 
aint J have observed the chiefs of the late op- 
position, members of the present adminis- 
tration, as ready to adopt the principles, as 
as they were eager to fill the places of their 
predecessors —In supportof what I have ad- 
vanced, I shall not in this letter, advert to 
many instances, with which the public is fa- 
tniliar, and which you have ably, and clearly 
pointed out ; but, I cannot refrain from no- 
ticing the relinquishment of opinion, and 
inconsistency of conduct, manifested by se- 
veral, members of parliament, more especial- 
ly in respect to the affairs of India.—First, I 
shall an red attention to Mr. Francis, 
who, in my humble opinion, most certainly 
deserves the high eulogium, bestowed on 
bim by.Mr, Fox, when he said in parliament 
“* that there. is no one character in bis Ma- 
** yesty’s dominions, whose merit, with re- 
** gard to the affairs of “India could be put in 
— rags ome with that of Mr. Francis.” — 
But, when I acknowledge the vast local. in- 
formation, Ranensn ny knowledge, and 
transcendant. abilities, which this gentleman 
possesses, the more acu I entitled to inquire, 
why he has abandoned the affairs of India ? 


«* After passing six years in Bengal, then a 
“* wretched passage of 12 months to Eng- 


: land, and from that tune a continued. la- 
‘ bour of two and twenty, years, unsupport- 

a “yr alone, without thanks or seward, 
“ wa the maintenance of right against 
“ Iwrong,” why bas he now. resolved. to 
ir wrong to overcome right? After 
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** endeavouring 30 years to su . 
‘* ful authority of the Kast India nl 
**-over their nominal servants, and a. 
‘* ing to preserve. the peace:of India, and to 

shelter its native: princes -from injustice 
conquest, and oppression,” why has Mr. 
Francis now refused to take any part in the 
prosecution or censure of any Indian delin- 
quency whatever? After a continuation of 
meritorious exertions, in and out of parlia- 
ment, to.confine.the government of the East 
within the bounds prescribed by legislative 
wisdom, and sound policy, and to teach the 
East India Company and the nation, the real 
aud true advantages to be derived from In- 
dian commerce; will Mr. Francis, close the 
eareer of his active and useful life in sullen 
indifference, or discontented exclamation: ? 


ce 


ce 


Has he. abandoned his former situation of. 


_ standing counsel for the company and for 
ly supported; or have frittered away and | 


the nation, on the subject of India, because 
he has laboured too long ‘‘ without tee or 
** reward?” Was it then for the sake of |u- 
cre, or of preferment, that he undertook that 
unthankful and imvidious office? Have all 
his exertions in favour of suffering India, and 
its injured princes, proceeded from a hope of 
reward? And is it, that because he has uo 
been remunerated with place or pensicy, 
that. ‘‘ his spirits are exhausted,” and “ his 
‘* mind is. subdued ?” Did» be expect auy 
gratification for the part which he took 1 
the impeachment of Mr. Hastings, the fail- 
ure of which he -laments,: beyond the satis- 
faction arising from.a conscientious discherre 
of a public duty? As he did not succeed in 
that impeachment, is it an honest or a pa- 
liamentary reason, for his abstaining trom 
the prosecution or censute of all subsequent 
delinquency ? As well .may he say, that be 
cause any man accused at the Old Bailey 1 
been acquitted, the functions of the judge 
and jury shall. not be exercised on other ci 
minals?—Mr. Franeis, I grant, ‘< is his own 
‘< master, and excused! from’ giving any & 
“« count of his future conduct to any m2). 
But, if he continues to fill: his seat in pali* 
ment, his, conduct there he must expect 
see a subject of public observation. Althouga 
the compliment I: have quoted, is all be bss 
received, or. ‘will obtain. from Mr. Fox 
notwithstanding . the Court of - Directo! 
have. beén ungrateful, and. the present. 
nistry have taught Mr, Francis the prac’ “ 
lesson ‘‘. take: care of vyourselves, © 
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«« of political questions, purely and properly 
“ Indian, &e,” he'will forfeit the high cha- 
racter, Which the impartial public has hither- 
to entertained of his principles «and parlia- 
mentary conduct ; that hewill deface the fa- 
vourable impressions created by his long ac- 
tive and meritorious life; and he will con- 
firm, what his late’ murmurings have led us 
to suspect, (which an observation of Mr. 
Sheridan's has lately strengthened) that his 
political principles and labours, have been 
wholly directed to the objects of ambition 
and power; and that he has resolved to 
abandon the one, because he despairs of ob- 
taining the other —-Mr. Hupprestonr isa 
member of parliament; an East India Direc- 
tor; and from a residence in India, has had 
the advantage of much local experience. His 
opinions as a legislator, respecting the Mah- 
ratta wars, have been -delivered in the 
House, and have been committed to the 
He has pronounced, that the system 
of Lord Wellesley, ‘* was fraught with se- 
‘© rious evils, teemed with dreadful hazard, 
‘‘ without any commensurate cbject; that 
“it set our life upon a cast; that it staked 
‘* our existence in India.on the issue of pro- 
‘« jects and pursuits directly foreign to our 
‘ truest policy, and to the policy enjoined 


press. 


fe 


sé 


and enterprises of which the tatlure would 
be destruction, and even the success 
ruinous; of which nothing was certain, 
but the enormous expense of blood and 
and treasure which it created, and the ha- 
tred which it’ inspires.” —— That there 
appeared to have been engrafted on our 
military successes in India, a scale of ex- 
penditure to which no exhaustible reve- 
nue was adequate;” and ‘* that Lord 
Wellesley’s system in ail its branches 
‘‘ should be abrogated.” Such are the sen- 
timents which Mr, Huddlestone has deliver- 
ed in parliament; and in the dispatch, 
Which the Court of Directors intended to 
have sent to India, (and which I shall parti- 
carly consider in a future letter) this gen- 
Ueman, as a Director, has censured and con- 
demned the conduct of Lord Wellesley, on 


«sé 


‘ec 


his administration, In common with the 
other 22 directors, Mr. H. has accused Lord 
Wellesley, of wilful and positixé  disobe- 
cience of the orders of the directors, in se- 
Veral instances; which we all. know is a mis- 
demeanour... His lordship is also dharged: in 
the dispatch with a lavish and profuse expen- 
citure of public money, at a period when he 
had drained the company’s treasury in pur- 
funy schemes of conquest; am expenditure 
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by the legislatare; on splendid schemes | 





tiany points connected with the details of 









as unlawful as it was unnecessary. Yet, 
Mr. Cobbett, we have not seen Mr, Hud- 
dlestone take any ‘step to promote inquiry or 
censure against Lord Wellesley, whom he 
has blamed asa director, and condérined a¥ 
a legislator, for persisting ina system, ‘which 
was contrary to the poliey enjoinéd by law; 
a system which placed in-jecopardy thé exist- 
ence of our Indian’empire. ‘I forbear to“obs 
serve particularly, on what has recently haji+ 
pened in parliament, respetting thé dispatch, 
of which I have slightly spoken’ We have 
yet to learn, what reason Mr. Huddlestone 
can give for suddenly changing his opinion 
of the propriety-or necessity of prodacing 
this paper. We have, however, ‘strong 
grounds.to suspect the influetice that occa- 
sioned this sudden change, and lament’ that 
Mr. H. could be so influenced. The 
next person I shall notice on the score of 
consistency is Mr. Greorce Jonnsrone, 
who has alsoacquired a considerable share of 
local knowledge in India; who hag hitherto 
been sufficiently forward in all discussions 
connected with our Eastern governments ; 
and who, if I am rightly informed, from fhe 
result of practical experience, cai’ explain 
some of tlie transactions at Oude, so as to 
justify an assertion mfade by him in parlim- 
ment, to which I shall presently refer. tu 
your Register of April the 120, you have 
given to Mr. Johnstone, what ‘Mr. Francis 
has never received, a refresher; and I shall 
rejoice if the recollection of it, shall serve ag 
a flapper tohis senses, when he shall be pres 
sent at any futare disenssion of Indian sub- 
jects; and to assist his memory, I shall re- 
mind him, that in Mareh, 1503, when the 
Indian Budget was brought before pattia- 
ment, he declared, that no man. could be 
found to say, that our increased Yominion 
added'to the security of our possessions or 
the stability: of ‘our empire; that no man 
would be hardy enough to deny that these 
acquisitions were mace in defiance. of 
the positive enactments of the legislitare, 
and of the deliberate an? recorded opinion 
of every eminent person, who had cotsider- 
ed’ the nature of our empire in’ the Fast 
*¢ As to the manner in which these acquis!- 
‘« tions had beén made,’ upon a delilerate 
*« judgment, he did not seruplée to say, that 
* they were” obtained” by violations’ cf ‘ng- 
‘* tional faith, and by ‘deviations from jus- 
** tires 'as flagrant 4s any of ‘those,’ With 
«¢ which) we'are atcustomed to Téeptoath ‘the 
 ‘Frencly government.” ° To recoticile the 
subsequeiit conduct of ‘this gentleriian, with 
the previous declaration, proceeding’ from 
his’ deliberate judgorént, will be, IT believe, 
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a more deliberate task, than even Mr,. J. 
can pérform.—-Mr. Suaripan’s consistency 
has been strongly pointed out in the extracts 

ou have Jately given to the public, im your 
Ratieter of April. 26th, from two speeches in 
patitawent; the one made by Mr. Sheridan 
while-he was in Opposition; the other 
since be beeame.a member of the present 
ministry. The contrast is most palpable ; 
andl shall merely say, that any man capable 
of blushing, could never countenance such 
incongruous declarations ; declarations which 
shew to France and to the world, that.the 
national justice must wink at the perpetra- 
tion of ‘* acts, bowever flagrant and atro- 
‘* e1ous,” rather than hazard the division of 
a Ministry, composed of discordant but pliant 
principles!—I shall hereafter address you 
at length on the subject of Mr. Sheridan, and 
his connexion with the Carnatic question. I 
must now hasten to conclude this long letter 
with a few observations on Mr, Secretary 
Vox.—It will be in your recollection, that 
on the Sth of Afril, 1805, a long discussion 
took place in parliament, respecting the po- 
Jicy of the system which had been pursued 
in india by Lord Wellesley; and many of 
the observations made that day, by Mr. Fox, 
Nir. Francis, and Mr. Huddlestone, deserve 
to be recorded in letters of gold, ‘‘ As soon 
** as we had destroyed Tippoo,” said Mr. 
Fox, ‘ it was then stated to be very desira- 
** ble to form a close conuexion with the 
*€ Mahratta powers. This connexion we 
‘* soon formed with them, and we gave 
** them something like, what the french 
‘* used to term the “ fraternal hug.” We 
** embraced the Mahrattas, just as the 
“* French embraced Holland. We, in fact, 
** seemed in Indiato be like Macbeth, ‘* so 
‘* steeped i bloed,” that we thought it vain 
‘* togo back. ‘* Sed revocare gradum, hic 
** labor; hoc opus est.”” ‘* But, it is said, 
** that you waged war against the Mahrattas 
*€ merely from a fear of the French; and a 
** similar. plea may be allowed with equal 
** justice; against any state in India, until 
** the, work of .destruction, the English 


** force. may make its way to the wall of | 


** of China... Vhe pretence npon which the 
** adupeates for conquests in India rested, 
** was precisely the pretence of all conquer- 
** orpand marauders: in all ages. _Accord- 
** ing to Livy, whenever the Romans made 
** wat upon apy state, it was only to secure 
** their own)safety: Such was the plea ad- 
** vanced .by Lewis: the X1Vth, ial others 
** entertaining similar views: In the name 
““ of common sense, he. would ask where 


* such @: plea was: likely to stop? Where 
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“* was this resort for safetytoend; for, ac- 
‘* cording -as. it-was applied, no man Was 
*« likely to be at peace, for he could not cal. 
“ culate upon any safety, while there was 
“ another’ man alive who had strength 


“* enough te knock him down.” Mr, Fox 
concluded. a long aud eloquent speech, ex- 
pressing a hope that ‘‘ something declarg- 
“ tory of.the proposed system with respect 
** to India, would be adopted by the House 
“« asa guide to our governors in India, as , 
“ rule by which our views might be judged 
** of by the natives.” Sach, Mr. Cobbett, 
were the sentiments delivered.by Mr. Fox of 
Lord Wellesley’s wars in India. Such was 
the opinion of Mr Fox, as to the necessity 
of declaring a system for the guidance of fu- 
ture governors, and for the satisfaction of 
the natives in India. Mr, Fox was, how- 
ever, then in the list of opposition. Since 
Mr. Fox has become a minister, on two oc- 
casions he has been pressed to declare, what 
systern of policy was_ likely to be followed 
by him and his colleagues, respecting the ad- 
ministration of India. He answered on one 
occasion, ‘ that he did not teel the pro- 
‘* priety of calling upon. ministers for any 
‘ distinct pledge, as to the course of policy 
‘‘ which they meant to follow with regard 
‘© to India.’ This declaration will, no 
doubt, enable the uatives of India to judge 
of our views; and, it doubtless prescribes a 
most admirable rule jor the guidance of our 
Eastern governors!—In about a month after 
Mr. Fox's speech, from which I have first 
quoted, Mr, Whitbread moved in parliament 
for the dismissal of Lord Melville from his 
Majesty’s councils ; and on that occasion, 
the late Chancellor of the Exchequer, with 
a feeling for that Noble Lord, of which he 
was not ashamed, and which nothing but 
the conviction of the opinion of parliament, 
and a sense of his public duty could possibly 
have overcome, endeavoured . to. prevail on 
Mr, Whitbread to withdraw. lis mottod ; 
suiting, that ‘‘ many gentlemen who con- 


~ 


' * curred in the resolutions, (which had been 


** previously passed) thought that the wound 
“« which had been inflicted should not be 
‘* aggravated by any unnecessary circul 
‘* stances of severity ; and, that-when o 
justice of the public: was. satisfied, the 
‘ teelings of the individual ought nat to be 
* outraged.” What ‘said Mr. Fox to this 


| humane doctrine? Did be then think, wheu 


oxt of place; ashe has.since declared, with 
respect to Lerd Wellesley; ‘ that, when 2 
bad system has prevailed,. the best mode 
of remedying it,:is not.by impeaching 
* individual but oy removing, the pers? 
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« take care that none such: shall. be carried 
“on in future?” No; Sir, Mr. Fox then 
ad: “1 trust that things wil now, be spee- 
. dily finished, however. tardily they may 
“ hue been begur ; > that every: measure 


« will be taken, that-can.atford security to + 


“the people; mot by making. legislative 
“ provisions, for the future, tor these may 
“be disregarded, as they have been already; 
“bat by inflicting proper punishment, 
« where it has been deserved.’ Sentiments 
smilar to those, did Mr. Fox-also avow, 
when the éensure of Lord Melville was 
moved; and it was urged ,‘‘ that the persons 
‘“ had been removed who had carried vn the 
‘bad system. It is said that these abuses 
‘ can never occur again. No; it shall not 
‘be done for the future, says Mr. ‘lrotter. 
‘* The act can never be violated again.—lI 
‘hope not; I hope the decision of the 
‘ House will render it impossible for the 
‘ gentleinan who at present holds the si- 
‘ tuation of Treasurer for the Navy, or tor 
‘any future treasurer ever to violate it, 
‘ But if we do not come to this decision, 
‘ what security have we that some future 
Melvilles or Trotters will not break 
‘ through any new act we may pass, in the 
‘same way in which they have done the 
resolutions of the House in 1732, and the 
‘act of the 25th of the King founded on 
them. I hope and trust, Sir, that a large 
‘ and virtuous majority of the House will 
‘be found to put the seal and stamp of 
their reprobation upon such monstrous 
‘and unblushing delinquency.” | Now, 
lr. Cobbett, if a large and virtuous majority 
bf the ministers and of the House of Com- 
bons, does not promote an inquiry into the 
reasures of Lord Wellesley’s administration 
| ludia, .and the reasons for pursuing a sys- 
‘m, Which has been declared ruinous and 
njust, and which has left us ‘‘ steeped in 
blood ;”’ and, . if ‘* proper punishment is 
not inflicted where it bas been deserved,” 
hat security have we, that some future go- 
krnor general will not break through any 
“woact that may pass? And, it Mr, Fox 
Ss Lot avow and practice now: the princi- 
es, so declared, when the criminality of 
td Melville’ was in question, 1 hope and 
ust, that va e and viftuotis majority of 
e nation will be‘fotind te put the seal and 
“np ef theis reprobation upon such mon- 
vusand unblushing inconsigteacy ——One 
ocd more to Mr. For and Lord Heary Pet- 
- In the debate,'to which I have last al- 
ded, Mr. Fox took occasion tocail'the at+ 


ou of every mania. the Honusecapable | 
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MAY 10, 1806.—Colonial Service. 
« who has carried on such a system, and to » 
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of appreciating: virtue. ando¥ 
brillant. efforts, «made that night rby Lord 

Henry Petty.. ** J recollect," said: MroKox, 

** when Mr. Pitt made his first’essay in this” 
house. 
we all felt to see -him, much at. the same 
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corruption ; in untmasking abuses itv 'the 
public expenditure; in propose and én 
furcing reforms of various) kinds. What: 
a contrast does his condnct on» this night 
afford ! Under what sort of figure!does he 
appear!” Heu! quantum mictatus ub itled 
Now, if Mr.Fox is capuble of feeling the force 
| of the reproach which he exultingly directed 
against. Mr, Pitt, on that‘ oecasion, lethim 
reflect on the contrast which his own politi+ 
' cal conduct has atforded, and, I doubt whe- 
ther he is yet so callous, but a sting may find 
its way to his bosom. Let Lord Henry 
Petty also recollect, that the praise of Mr.’ 
Fox, if undeserved, will ill become his-pre- 

sent character, aud to pursue the figure of 

his triend, the game ot corruption is not yet 

up, nor is the hunting season over.—A. l.— 

May 7, 1806. 
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COLONIAL SERVICE. 
(Continued from p. 072.) 

IV. That the ofheers should be ¢en- 
tlemen who had already served the King, 
or East-India Company in-India; or 
others who had resided in that country. 
V. That they should be embarked 
in ships commanded by masters and ofhicers 
acquainted, in some degree, with their lan- 
guage, customs, and prejudices, ‘from having 
traded from port to port in India; and:man- 
ned with crews of Lascars-——-VI. That the 
transports should not be allowed to carry 
any thing but stores and provisions for the 
voyage. Aj] merchandize should be confis- 
cated on the discovery of it, and the captain 
subjected to heavy penalties, on proot: that 
he had taken or~ permitted. any to -be 
taken on board. . Possibly, however, an ex- 
ception to this rule might be allowed with 
respect to rice, and some other. articles of 
provision, aud lumber useful to the islands, 
and which casinot be supplied. from: the mcs 
ther country, and can be sent trom Bengal, 
I believe, at acheaper rate than even’ from 
America.——-V JI. That in addition to the 
Seapoy intantry establishment proposed, it 
would be highly desirable and advan 
to have several companies of that truly use- 
ful class of people denominated Arullery 
| Lascars aud Golaydaze.—The transports for 
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the service could be procured in India, at an” 
easy freight, and can be furnished with pro- 
visions from Bengal, at a cheaper rate than 
from any country.in the world. After the 
debarkation of the troops, they may be load- 
ed with sugar, or other West-India produce 
for Europe. Or, might they rot, in the 
first instance, be more usefylly freighted 
with the Negro regiments (not very favour- 
ably looked upon by the planters) as their re- 
turning cargoes to Ceylon, or to other parts 
of India, where they would prove an accep- 
table addition to our force? At a)} events, 
whether or not, it might be determined to 
Jeave the West-Indian regiments at their 
present stations, the admixture of Indian 
troops with them (1 mean in separate corps) 
would tend to neutralise any bad qualities 
dreaded in the Atrican corps.—Should some 
such plan, as above suggested, be adopted, it 
will be highly necessary to secure to the n4- 
tives of India the justice due to freemen, 
which they ever have been in their own 
country —On the shores of the Mediterra- 
nean, and, generally in all warmer climates, 
1 am persuaded that our Eastern troops, with 
a proportion of Europeans, would be found 
equal to any service required of them; and 
that there are few officers accustomed to 
them, who would hesitate to oppose a force, 
so constituted, to an equal number of Spa- 
niards, Portuguese, or Italians, with any 
doubt of the event ——-Our Eastern troops 
might be employed against Spanish America, 
the States of Barbary, &c, &c. and some 
regiments, I should even imagine might, for 
atimé, be sent to Gibraltar and Malta, and 
thereby release a part of their garrisons for 
other services, On thove services a part of 
the regular establ’ -hments of Incia miyht be 
employed, as tl ey would only be of a tem- 
porary nature; buc, fot the service of the 
West-India islasds, I repeat it as absolutely 
necessary, that distinct corps should bc raised, 
Jor the express purpose, and under due pre- 
cantions.—To support our empire in India, 
a strong band of our countrymen must be 


_ 


allotted. But, 1 am persuaded that in returd 
she could afford very numerous bodies, trom 
her immense population, to act in conjunc- 
tion with portions of our own native troops, 
for the protection of our colonies, and to 
serve with them in all warm climates, in 
which T especially include the countriés bor- 
dering upon the Mediterranean Sea. In 
supply:ng the West Indies alone, I veri! 

believe sach an arrangement might be made, 
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as would save the lives of as many of ont 
countrymen, as must be destined to the sup. 
port of our empire in the East——In yc ur 
Register of the 15th of December, 1804. you 
prophetically declare, that “ there exists 
** no well founded hope, that in the course 
‘* of this war we shall derive any advantage 
‘* from contnental co-operation, unless we 
‘* put ourselves in a situation to take a com- 
** manding part in a continental war, by pro- 
viding such an army, as shall at once con- 
vince those,’"whose alliance we desire, of 
“« the sincerity of our views.” Let the pre- 
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sent ministry put an end to the warfare jp 
India, and seriously turn their attention of 
the employment of a part of the resources to 
that great empire, in aid of our domestic 
wants ; and then, if our Colonial demands for 
British soldiers can be diminished, and as- 
sistance given, to our efforts in some other 
quarters, the army you desire will, at least, 
be more easily obtained. Thirty thousand 
veteran Seapoys, with a couple of regiments 
of Hindostanny cavalry, sent to Ecypt, 
strengthened by eight or ten thousand Bri- 
tish troops, already in the Mediterranean, 
would form one continental army, respecta- 
ble in- that position, whose threatening a- 
pect might not vainly be directed towards 
Spain, Italy, and the States of Barbary, whose 
respect for ws seems on the decline, or might 
be employed to support, if necessary, the 
tottering fabric of the Turkish empire in 
Egypt, or in other parts of it. All great 
conquerors have had recotirse to the conquc:- 
ed, in maintaining and enlarging their doni- 
nions, Would we preserve or extend ours, 
we should follow their example.—To con- 
clude, it must be allowed wherever our Es:- 
tern troops can be properly employed, they 
will materially economise the valuable lives 
of out own countrymen, and enable us to 
shew a more extended front to our enemies, 
on whom none of us, I trust, will ever feel 
disposed to turn our backs. The projects 0 
the French have been gigantic and successful 
beyond the bounds of calculation. Let 3s 
oppose them with a spirit equally undaunted 
and surprising. ‘‘ Fortes fortuna juvet. 


ee 
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Iam, Sir, 
your most obedient, 
humble servant, 
By , Pamesbant 
April, 1806, 
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